MEMOIRS,                97
worst and most persistent foe of its army,
strong drink. Vigorous measures were,
however, promptly taken. Working
parties, strongly officered, were told off
to destroy the bottles and empty the
casks; and very soon all danger ff om this
source was averted.
On the 16th an important step in
advance was achieved. The magazine
was taken with trifling loss; and though
the small arms portion of it had suffered
seriously from the gallant exploit oi
Willoughby, who had blown it up on
the nth of May, great stores of artillery
munitions were found in it. Very prompt-
ly were mortars set in position within it
to shell the Palace, which was not more
than a quarter of a mile distant. Most
interesting and beautiful was it to see
.the big shells, propelled by a mere
spoonful of powder, issuing from theia*
wide throats; and, after performing a
slow and graceful curve, easily followed
by the naked eye, fall within the dull red
walls of the Palace, Then would be
heard a deep roar and a crash as of fall-